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Preface

For new entrants to the Civil Services, the tribal population
remains an unknown experience ; at the best it is unfamiliar.
Keeping this in mind, and the critical importance of developing
some idea about the tribal situation for intervening effectively
as an adminisirator to alleviate the prevailing poverty, the
LBS National Academy of Administration had a policy of
sending groups of IAS probationers to spend a fortnight in
tribal areas. Their reports were discussed in detail and the
best of these were published in the guarterly journal of the
LBSNAA, The Administrator, from time to time.

The officers trained in the Administrative Training Institute
of the Government of West Bengal face the same problems
with regard to the tribal population as there is almost no
literature available written from an administrator's point of
view on tribals in West Bengal. To meet this requirement, it
was decided to take some of the best reports written by the
IAS probationers of the 1980 batch and compile them for
use by the trainees in the ATL

P. Bhattacharya

Additional Chief Secretary
Director, Administrative Training Institute
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AN ATTACHMENT WITH THE SANTHALS OF TANTBANDHA'
IN BIREHUM DISTRICT (W.BE.)

R. G. Nadadur (Group Leader)
1. 5. Dani
5. M. Jaamdar
A, Kant

INTRODUCTION

& study of the tribals of India s, no doubt, of great interest to the
anthropologist and to any other socal scientist, It is a subject, however, of
much importance to the administrator, especially in the light of the high
priarity given to their development by the Constitution of India. The objective
of our tribal attachment was two-fold, namely, to observe the tribal in
the natural habital, his way of life and the socio-economic conditions he
lives in. and also to understand his fears about the future and the problems
faced by him.

The village we wvisited is in the Birbhum District of West Bengal Tt is
a predominantly tribal (Santhal) area. Our village Tantbandha is 68 kilometres
from the District Headquarters, Siurl, It is 42 kms. from the headquarters of
the sub-division Rampurhat. Tantbandha has a Junior Basic School {Classes
[ to V). which is in a woefully dilapidated condition. It has a Community
Health Worker, but the nearest Primary Health Centre is in Kasthagoda, 12
ks, away. Mollarpur, & kms. away is the nearest Railway station. There is
no bus service to Tantbandha even though a bus does come, once in a
while. to Salbhadra, a village four kms. away,

As we conducted our survey, we found that the tribals had many
problems, the most important being the lack of proper irrigation facilities. We
were told aboul a large natural tank, with a perennial source of water. This
tank, the people felt, could serve as the source of water for a minor irrigation
project. When the District Magistrate, Mr. 5. N, Menon, visited us a [ew days
later. we took him to see the site. The Additional District Magistrate, the Zilla
Parishad President, the Tribal Welfare Oificer. the Gram Pradhan and other
officials accompanied us to the site: We apprised the Districl Madisliate of
some of the major problems faced by the tribals Mr. Menon took many
decisions on the spot and encouraged the people o talk to him about their
problems. The next day, we received numerous complaints about corruption
i the issue of ration-cards, by the Food and Civil Supplies Department. We
referred these complaints to Mr. Menon, who instructed the District Food
Canfroller to proceed to our village and take action against the erring officials,
on the spot
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We moved very freely with the tribals, We used to play volley-ball
with them, dance their dances and amuse them, share their food if it looked
interesting, listen to their tales of woe sympathetically and converse with
them in broken Santhali Above all, it was the first time that officers had
come and staved amidst them and not moved with the big landlords and
moneylenders,

Gradually, the people came to have great confidence in us. We not
only listened to them patiently, but, with the active encouragement and
cooperation of the District Administration, attempted to solve some of their
problems. The tribals started coming to us from nearby villages and from
villages 35—40 kms. away'. Their problems ranged from land-disputes to
cases of witchcraft and from cases of rape and murder lo cases of husband-
wife disputes. We drew our authority from the fact that the people had
confidence in us and were willing to accept our solutions to their disputes:
Where questions of laws of specific rules and regulations were involved, we
referred the cases to the concerned district and sub-divisional officers®, and
sought their advice, before offering our solutions to the parties in the dispute.

In this paper. we attempt to describe how we came to know of the
innumerable problems faced by the tribals, as we conducted our survey. The
siystem we have followed in the paper is to first enlist our general observations
under each of the heads prescribed. This is followed by some illustrations of
the problems of the tribals in the form of cases that came to our knowledge
and which we endeavoured to resolve.

The Santhal Economy

1. LAND:

The Santhals practice settled agriculture and have a land-based, subsistence
economy. Land holding is individual, but small, due to extensive fragmentation.
Muost of our respondents had heldings ranging from zero to six bighas. There
was just a handful of tribals with holdings, exceeding ten bighas. {See table
1 i App: L

There have been many cases of land alienation in the 1950s. Most of
the land has been cornered by the four non-tribal families, namely, the
Tiwari Family (Kedarmath Tiwari) fram Uttar Pradesh, Panchanan Mandal
frorm Bihar, Prahalad Saha fram W, Bengal and Binayak Mondal from W
Bengal They came to Tantbandha and Salbhadra with abselutely no land in

It villages  were - Salbhadra, Sulunga, Titalhandha, Thakurpura, Masta: Bhowanipur,
Chandmigacn, Tulustula, Bartala, Mabapara, Jambkhandar, Dhavangaon (44 Bms |
T The Districl Magistrate: Addl  Diswiat Magistrate. D Food Controfler, 13t Forest Officer
Chairman, ™ Education Boarcl: 11 Medical Oicer; President, Zilla Parishad: Asstt, Engincer
{gri-mechl. Agriculture Extension Officer.  Sub-Diw Qfficer, Bloch Development Gificer: Sub
Divisional Cantioller, (Faod!, District Tribal Weltare (flicer, Tahsildar, Tribal Wellare Inspector
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their name, but today they own large tracts of land in their own names and
as benami holdings also. Apart from regular transfer of tribal land to nan-
tribals, there have been a number of cases where irregular and involuntary
transters have taken place, allegedly with the connivance, and even the
permission, of the Tribal Welfare Department, However, we did not come
across a single case where tribal land has bean restored under the West
Bengal Restovation of Alienated Land Act, 1973, The tribals are ignorant of
these legal measures and the social workers and officials of the Tribal Welfare
Department have done precious little in this regard. A silver lining to this
dark cloud is that the Tribal Welfare Department has stopped giving permission
for any kind of sale of tribal land {except in very special crcumstances) for
the last three years.

The following cases of land transfers, which came to our notice, illustrate
some of the problems mentioned above: —

CASE (1); Munshi Mardi, son of Magi Mardi of Shalbhadra, complained
to us that he had sold one-fourth bigha of his land to Mukti Mandal of the
same wvillage in 1974, but he was not sure whether the sale was registered
az he had not got permission. Mandal was now encroaching upon his remaining
land by displacing the boundary stones. He reguested us to help him by
settling this dispute. We sent the Gram Pradhan to measure the land and find
aut if it had been encroached upon®. We also sent him to the Junior Land
Reforms Officer (JLRQ), Rarapurhat to check whether the sale of land in
1974 had been registered. The Tribal Inspector of the area was asked to take
follow-up action on the basis of the JLRO's report.

CASE (2); Dheba Flembrum of Titalkandha complained that his land
{Plot Mo, 1889 of 2 14 bighas) had been grabbed by Arvindo [Dhar of Masra
and that Dhar was cultivating the land, with the help of a police force. We:
called Dhar, & high school teacher, who explained 1o us that plat No. 1889
was a tank and that the tribal was, in fact demanding his [Dhar's) land. The
Tribal Weliare Officer and JLERO had certified that the land was wrangly
recorded and, that it did not belong to Hembrum. There was also a court-
rufing in Dhar's favour regarding ownership of the land. When Hembrum
wanted to seize the land, Dhar asked for police protection and cullivaled the
land, We were intngued to find documents of 1956 with Hembrum, which
showed him to be the owner af the land. We told Hembrum that, in the light
ol the court orders and the certificates in Dhar's possession, we could not
help him in the matter. We could not understand what happengd to the land
that was in Hembrum's possession till 1956, Again there were no answers
forthcoming to the question as to why the Tribal Wellare Depl. had not tried
tor help the poor tribal and see that his land was restored to han.

Mormally, an officer ol the Setlement Gificer or the JLEO s Officer performe this dute In
prachice, many o bme the Gram Pradban doss s work also.
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CASE (3} Ranmjit Tudu of Tanthandha complained thal Kedarnath
Tiwarl had encroached on 3% bighas of his land and built a big house and
a tank on it. When the village elders had demanded compensation for Tudu,
Tiwari had agreed to given him some other land: Tudu now requested us o
help him in getting the land. On enquiring from the JLREO, we found that the
tand was still in Tudu’s name, though Tiwari's house was on t—a clear case
of forcible occupation. [f we were lo go strictly by the provisions of the
Restoration of Alienated Land Act, it would invelve demelition of Tiwari's
house and possibly conflict and violence. The informal exchange, suggested
by the village elders was blatantly illegal, We, therefore, sought “the Help of
the T.W. Officer and the Quanungo who said” that an infermal exchange was
the only solution for, it could be later converted into a distress sale and
legally regularised. The (Quanungo came from Sturi (the Dt Headquarters)
for this purpose. saw that the land to-be given to Tudu was clearly demarcated
and agreed to take the responsibility for the successiul completion of the
transaction. This is how we ensured that the tribal got his compensation
while, al the same time, trying to be not too harsh on the rich and powerful
landlord. Tiwari, for his part, was kind enough to give Tudu a generous
chunk out of his mast fertile land.

CASE (4): Shyam Tudu S/o Gopal Tudu of Dhawangaon (40 kms.
awav—under another sub-division, Mehanpur P 5)) came to us with a complaint.
He had applied to the JLRO for permission to set up a stone-quarry on his
land, which was rocky. He applied to the JLRO on 25-8-80. The JLRO
refused him but permitted Mushraf Hussain Khan and Ajit Bhushan to exploit
the rocky patch on Tudu’s land, under the licence issued” on 4-10-30. In this
case, we were unable to help Tudu for, the other party was absent. the JLEC)
wias not the one we were dealing with, the sub-division and the palice station
were also different. We asked the TW. Dept. to help Tudu in this regard.

CASE (5): Khepa Bain of Shalbhadra is a sharecropper on 6 bighas
of land. He was reqgistered as a bargadar on the last Operation Barga but
this was challenged in court. Bain, a poor man, came and begged us to
arrange for legal aid and finance for him. We requested the TW, Officer to
help him under the special scheme they have of providing legal aid for poo
iribals, fighting for a just cause

CASE [6): Krishna Bain of Shalbhadra came to us, with his mother,
and complained agaimst his uncle, Dukhiva Bain K. Bain told us that he and
his uncle jointly own 3 acres of land but, his uncle was cultivating the laned’
and taking away all the produce. We summaoned. [ Bain and asked him for
an explanation, He said, thal ten years ago, when his brother (K Bain's
father) was on hiz death-bed. K. Bain and his mother walked out en him
It was [, Bain who looked after his brother, It was before his death that K.
Bain's [ather publicly told [ Bain to take all the land. Mo documents were
mrepared lor M Bain died shartly after but, the village elders also corroporated
D Bain's story, We told Krishna Bain, who alse listened to his uncle’s story,
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that he had no moral right to the land arid that he would be well-advised
‘ o leave his uncle alone and seek employment elsewhere,

' 2, AGRICULTURE :

Land holdings of individual farmers are, for the most part, unecanomical
due to extensive fragmentation. They are almost totally dependent on rain
for their meagre single crop and, severe drought results if the rain fails them,
The soil is very fertile and the water table high. In fact water is available,
normally, less than 15-20 feet below ground-level. We were shown nine wells
dug tar irrigation purposes. The water was at a high level but, we were told
that the water-level dropped as water was pumped out. Consequently prolonged
irrigation was not possible. The land 15 relatively flat and levelling is not
necessary. There are some public tanks and water 1s lifted out of them with
the help of “Dhunis”. The area imgated is. however. very small.

The tribals do know about the HYV seeds and chemical fertilizers. [t
is the lack of reliable irrigation facilities and the non-availability of seeds and
fertilizers locally, which has discouraged the tribals from making use of them.
The local branch of LAMPS (Large-Sized Multi-Purpose Society) pleaded
that lack of storage facilities had prevented them from stocking agricultural
inputs. Agricultural Extension work is totally lacking and the Agricultural
Extension Officer pleaded that inadequacy of personnel. finansial aid and
proper organization were hampering the operations of his department. The
Village Level Workers (VLWs) who are under this depariment, have never
been seen anywhere by the fribals.

Institutional finance for agricultire is provided by LAMPS. However,
much of the funds seem {o go unerringly o the houses of the non-tribal rich
landiords. In fact, Tiwarl confessed that he had got Rs. 1100 from LAMPS
and, told us “confidentially” that he had spent most of the money on his
daughter's marriage, the loan being solely for “agricultural purposes”. Small
larmers generally got loans ranging from Rs: 100 to'Rs. 240 and spent most
of it on non-agricultural purposes: Thus, these loans are more by way of
consumption loans rathey than agricullural eredit.

| The major crap in the area is paddy. The productivity Is very low with
ane bigha yiglding anvthing from half to one quintal every year in unirrigated
land Small holdings, primitive. agricultural practice and low praductivity
have combined to make the lot of the tribal miserable. Maturally, a great deal
of indebtedness and even seasonal migration have resulted. [ndebredness is
in the form of tood-grains and cash. The rate of interest s 50 percent ar
more 1t both cases. Indebtedness 1= of a cumulative nature and is the root-
cause aof moest of the alienation of ribal land.

We comnducted a survey of the wells and tanks in the area and tried
ty assess the brrigation potential. In this context we received a delegation of
15—20 peaple, They came to us with a petition, which had numerous signatures
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appended to it. The petition requested us to use our good offices with the
Government and get it to build a medium-sized dam on a stream that was
on the boundary of Bengal and Bihar We were told that the MLA of the
constituency had promised them this project if he was elected but, seemed
to have forgotten all about it There was an inleresting case where a tribal
had experimented with different varieties of bajra. He told us thal one variety
grew very well in those dry conditions and requested us to see that it was
supplied to them through LAMPS. Another delegation came to us and complained
that a minor irrigation project which was started, had stopped suddenly
Theu wanted us to see that the work was resumed and the project completed
in good time, We requested all of them to come a few days later, when the
District Magistrate was o visil us

The delegations came and duly submitted their petitions to the Dislrict
Magistrate (.M.}, in the presence of the Additional D.M., the Zilla Parishad
President, the Tribal Welfare Officer, The Gram Pradhan, the Executive Officer
of LAMPS and other officials. The D.M.. the Addl. D.M., the Z.B President
all drove to the proposed dam-site and made a tentative assessment of its
feasibility. The D.M. subsequently asked the lrrigation Dept. to prepare a
feasibility report. The DM, wrote to the Agriculture Dept. aboul the special
variety of bajra seeds and asked them to make the seeds available in this
area. As far as the minor irrigation project was concerned, the DM, told the
lrrigation Dept. to send its officers to our camp. H, however, took all our
persuasion and insistence to finally make the concerned engineer come over
ter our village. The engineer complained that the pipes, which had been lying
near the LAMPS office for months together, could not be transported
by them. We called the Pradhan, arranged a sufficient number of bullock-
carts and men and saw thal the pipes started moving to the project-site
within an hour.

During our survey, many cases of indebtedness had come to
our knowledge and it was clear that the three big landlords were really
fleecing the simple and innocent tribal. We called these landlord-monevlenders
inctividually and thoroughly interviewed them. We had incontrovertible facts
with ve about their dealings with the tribale and with this data, we waere able
to crack their defences and alse instill in them a certain amount of fear of
the government, where their exploitative activities were concerned. There
were many number of people who came to us with their tales of woe regarding
their indebtedness to these moneylenders and the strong-arm methods used
by them to grab their property. A few cases may be mentioned here by
way of illustration

CASE (1)) One evening, hwo df us went out eyeling, We were passing
through Thakurpura when a man ran after us and stopped us. He begged
s to settle his dispute with his brother, Kashinath Bhagat, We went to his
house and found several villagers, Including some elders, gathered there, We
were ftold that Kashinath's late father had borrowed some money and one
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quintal of paddy from Panchanan Mondal of Thakurpura. The father had
been paying the interest regularly till he died sometime in 1977.73 but.
Mondal insisted that Rs, 125 and 3% quintals of paddy were still due to him.
Kashinath and his brother were living separately bul, the former was not
giving even a small share to his brother on the pretext that all the proceeds
was going to Mondal. He could not divide the land and the loan as the
moneylender was not agreeable to the proposition. Kashinath, however, agreed
tey this suggestion if Mondal could also accept it. Two days later, we interviewed
Mandal and caught him telling us that tie never lent any money to anyone
and only gave grains to his “needy tribal brothers” with out charging any
interest. When we confronted him with Kashinath's statement, he maintained
that only one quintal of paddy was due to him. We called Kashinath and the
village elders, in front of whom it was agreed that Kashinath would return
one quintal of paddy and nothing else, to Mondal, We also warned Mondal
that if he tried to extort anything else out of Kashinath or his brother, he
would be prosecuted under the West Bengal Money Lenders Act. Thus Es.
125 and 3% quintals of paddy were written off by Mondal, The two brothers
were also reconciled and the land was to remain intact. Our gruelling interviews
with these monevlenders and the writing off of the loan of Kashinath created
immense enthusiasm in the people and increased their confidence in us.
Subsequently, many more cases of the predatory activities of the moneylenders
came to us.

CASE (2) : A very interesting case of money lending was brought to
us by an oppressed member of a scheduled caste, belonging to Masra. He
said that the son of the Tahsildar of Masra had lent him Rs. 200, The
agréement was that this son would use the debtor's cow for one year and
then veturn it. The creditor-son, by the way, was an employee of the LAMPS
of Shalbhadra, At the end of one year he refused to release the cow unless
the debtor paid him another Rs. 600. The poor debtor came to us with his
grievance and broke down while telling us his tale of woe. The Tahsildar’s
son who was an emplovee of LAMPS. had already been implicated in a g
corruption case, which we were investigating. We guestioned him closely
and saw if that he returned the cow and a calf to-their rightiul owner in our
presence. There were other cases of money-lending by better-off tribals to
their less fortunate brethren. The former were only marginally better as creditors
than the big landlords.

3. FORESTS:

There 15 no forest in the Bengal side of the Bengal-Bihar border, The
nearest forest is about five kms, away. We found that only four or five
families were making use of the sal leaves for making leaf-plates and also
some grass o make mats (patia). The forests ave, however, used by the
tribrals as sources of wood Tor fuel. They collect leaves, twigs, and stemns and
branches of trees to use as fire-wood. The forest is being steadily denuded
and there are large spaces where all vegetation has been cut down. We did
net hear any complaints about the forest from the tribals: Those few families




which make mats, leaf-plates and bamboo-baskets do so far their own use
and, sometimes, for local demand. I is, however, a secondary occupation
and the income from it is negligible,

The [Dhvisional Farest Officer; who came lo our camp, explained, at
great length, the various schemes of the Forest Department for the wellare
at the tribals. This parlicular part of Birbhum District, however, had Tittle o
do with these schemes,

4. EMPLOYMENT :

The Santhal s, basically, an agriculturist and an overwhelming majority
of them depends on land for their livelihood. Since land-holdings are smaill
for most of the families, many of them also work as agricultural labourers
during the season, {for occupational break-up see App. Ill, Table 2).

There i5 a regular exodus inlo the border districts of Bihar and to
Burdwan and Midnapur during the off-season. The people go out in search
of gainful manual work to eke out a living, There must be viable and
reqular irrigation, improved agricultural practices and multi-cropping if this
seasonal migration of the tribal and his extreme poverty and indebtedness
are to be ended,

There is a lot of scope for the development of cottage industries like
cane-work, bamboo-work, mat-making. leaf-plate-making and such other
handicrafts, Again, there are no Amimal Husbandry programmes although
there 15 tremendous scope for their adoption and development in this area.
Pigs are very common in Santhal-houses and piggery would be easily accepted
by them: We also saw that most houses had a few hens. If encouraged,
large-seale poultry farming. especially on cooperative lines, could result. We
alse feel that the people could be given Improved breeds of cattle and
arrangements made to coflect the milk till & veqular dairy is established,

We found very few people in occupations other than the agricultural
ones. There was an ex-soldier; an ex-policeman; a security guard in the
Defence Ministry, New Dalhi and a couple of teachers. Otherwise, the pattern
is the same in the village

Health

1. DEMOGRAFPHIC DATA:

The population in Tarachua Mouza was 3374 in 1971, The population
in Tantbandha Village was 618, with tribals numbering 577, The rate of
arowth of population, we were told, is not high, In fact we found that very
fewe famihes hawve more than six members. The life expectancy of males and
females s more or less the same. According to official statestics: it 15 42 years,

The endemic diseases in this area are— Iyphoid, Malana, Hudrocele,
scabies and Leprosy. Thers were also some cases of Tuberculosis. Sexually
Transmitted Diseases dre commaon and widespread among the tribals:
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There were some cases of Tuberculosis about which nothing was
dore either by the Community Health Worker or by the doctor on his
periodic visits to the village. We asked the District Magistrate to ensure
that Vinod Das and Pushpa Devi Dai of Shalbhadra and Satish Das of
Sulunga were hospitalised immediately in Siuri. These people were not
well-received in the hospital and we had to personally go to the hospital
an our next visil 1o Siuri and explain to the officials of the hospital that
these poor villagers must be properly examined and treated in a hospital
run by the government for its people.

2. DRINKING WATER AND HYGIENE:

Tantbandha has three wells and four tube-wells all of which are meant
to supply drinking water, The water is sweet and fasty. The water-table is
high and, generally, there is plenty of water available even though one may
have to walk a certain distance to fetch it

The Santhals are a clean people, both as individuals and as a village.
We were curious to know how even the surroundings of a house were s0
clean and tidy: We were told thal every family cleans both its house and the
ground around it. What a far cry it is from the “civilised" people of our
towns and cities, who clean their houses and dump the garbage on the road
autside their houses ! There are deep pits in corners of many houses, where
garbage is collected and buried. The Santhals are very particular that their
birds and animals also live in hygienic conditions. Every morning the cows,
pigs and birds are taken out and tied or let loose, while their sheds are
cleaned and given an airing.

The Santhal houses are very interesting. The doors face away from the
road. The windows also face inwards. There is very little lighting in each
houce when darkness descends upon the village at night. All these are; we
were told. due to a fear that evil spirits may enter the house.

3. MEDICAL COVER:

There is a Primary Health Centre in Kashtagoda, which is 12 kms,
away. Tantbandha. like the other villages, also has a Community Health
Waorker. The smart young man s a son of Kedarnath Tiwari unfortunately.
He does not seem to be much enamoured of his job and the opportunity it
affords to him to work for the poor and the sick,

A Medical Officer comes to nearby Shalbhadra twice a week, Veterinary
Doctor also comes to Shalbhadra twice a week. We came to know, from our
respondents, that they are net regular in their visits and that the days on
which they come and their hours of work are not well-advertised. A mare
damaaing charge, which was later proved true, was that the Medical Officers
spend most of their time in the houses af the big landlords, trealing
thern and their animals, while enjoying their hospitality. While the facilities
cannat be called sufficient. two docters could do a great deal to befter {he
lot of the tribals.
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In Tantbandha, we did hear of the tribal witch-doctor; the “JANGURLI"
but, we were unable to meet him. Further, his activities are shrouded in
secrecy and we were able to get precious little out of the tribals, There are
some practitioners of traditional medicine. When we went to a Hat (Market)
in Banaguria [in Bihar) one of us feigned a stomach-ache and went to a
traditional doctor. He mixed various herbs and grasses and made a mixture,
which he wanted our “patient” to swallow then and there. He also volunteered
e tell us some of his trade-secrets, if we went to him in his free time, We
were unable to go to him after the day of the hat.

The Family Planning Programme was launched in Tantbandha in 1971,
There have been nearby 100 vasectomy operations, which, considering the
fact that the total population was hardly 600 in 1971, is a good record, The
tribals also have their own birth-contral measures. Even the men-folk do not
know much about them for, it is a dealing between their wives and the
Jangura. Apparently, it is some kind of a potion which causes temporary
sterility. Regular use of this potion can cause permanent sterility in a woman,
Thus, the population is well within the control of the tribals,

4. FOOD HABITS:

We found that the Santhals are not very parlicular aboul their food.
They are, basically, rice-eaters. They seem to relish boiled rice more than
the polished variety of rice. They eat any kind of meat. This list includes
pigs, chicken and even rats and ants. Ant-chutney is a delicacy. They eat
various kinds of roots and leaves. Fruits of different varieties are known to
them and thev consume them with appreciation.

'Handia' the rice-beer, and the Santhal are inseparable, They have a
craving for this intoxicating drink, which is brewed in almost every Santhal-
home. The tribalz also have the habit of chewing raw tobacco and both men
and women constantly chew it

Education

Tantbandha has a Junior Basic School, with classes | to V. The medium
of instruction is Bengali. Santhali language, in the form of the newly-developed
‘Rulchiki” is being introduced in the Santhali Schools. Though we did not get
much data on this language, it uses Roman alphabets and is simple to learn.

The school has a large building, a well, two houses as guarters {or
teachers.and about 2 acres of land around it. It is however, a very badly-
maintained sel of buildings, The school building has no doors and windows
and large chunks of the floor and the ceiling have come out, Of the teachers'
quarters, the less said the better for it is so badly-dilapidated that one
wonders how teachers are expected to live there, We took the Chairman,
District Education Board, and showed him the school-buildings in Tantbandha,
Sulunga and Shalbhadra. While admitting that their state was miserable, he
pleaded that the schools were nat sufficiently old for repair-work ta be taken

0







